Women's Equality

Background
Current Issues
The government's current economic policies come at a high price to women and the economy. They do not create jobs in industries where women work, they increase the tax burden on working women while decreasing access to pension and income supports, and they continue to undermine basic equality rights. Moreover, they do so in a manner that allows for little public debate or scrutiny.
Set to "fuel the next wave of job creation" 10 the government's budget has depended on infrastructure projects to fill the tank. will be less able to mitigate against the impact on their incomes than will their male counterparts. 19 For young women, the continued rollback of equity guarantees, the changes to the age of retirement, and the failure to invest in industries where women work, mean that those women will have fewer job opportunities, will earn less, will work two years longer before they can access OAS, and will pay more for the privilege.
Inequality and Insecurity
Violence against women and girls is an en- 
AFB Actions
The AFB will:
• Invest in a National Action Plan to Address Violence Against Women (cost: $380 million 29 over 3 years).
• Invest in social infrastructure, including a federal child care program (see the Early Childhood Education and Care chapter on page 58).
• Increase funding for Status of Women Canada and fund women's groups to carry out independent policy research and advocacy.
• Provide consistent and secure funding for a non-partisan, arm's length, independent research body to focus on issues and policies relating to and affecting women and that would be free to publish without ministerial consent.
• Take • Implement the recommendations of the 2009 Report of the Auditor General on gender-based analysis, including provid-
